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Welcome to our August Newsletter 
In this newsletter we would like to profile a few staff – new and old!  

Firstly, congratulations to Maggie who has been appointed as the Assistant Manager at 
Brenbeal. Maggie has been working at Brenbeal since 2009.  Her knowledge and 
experience will prove to be a valuable asset to the Brenbeal Community. 

Hi, I’m Maggie, the new Assistant Manager of Brenbeal 
Children’s Centre. I have been working in early education for 
nine years after gaining my Advanced Diploma in Children’s 
Services. I’ve held various positions at Brenbeal, including as 
an educator, centre cook, sustainable representative and Acting 
Assistant Manager. I have been worked across all age groups 
at the centre and have a solid understanding of the 
developmental needs of young children.  

I’d like to provide a safe and inviting environment for children and families, where they 
feel a sense of belonging. I aim to provide a quality service to families and children 
through positive interactions, environments and routines. I believe children are confident 
and capable learners. Each child learns at his/her own pace and in their unique way. I 
believe we build a relationship with families based on trust and open communication. 

I look forward to getting to know even more families and continuing to work closely with 
Krystyna. 

We would like to give a warm welcome to our new staff member Arpita who joined our 
Brenbeal Community earlier this month.  Arpita will work in all the rooms.  She will be 
covering the Educator’s planning, RDO’s and breaks and lunches.  

Hi, my name is Arpita – the new member of the Brenbeal 
family. I have worked within the childcare industry for last 
three years, enjoying various roles, which have provided me 
with great understanding, knowledge and experience. I have 
a Diploma in Early Childhood Education and Care and a 
Masters in English Language and Literature. I particularly 
enjoy working with children and being part of their 
development. My enjoy connecting with children and adults 
from diverse backgrounds and I value the task of building 
community involvement. I am from the small and beautiful Asian country, Bangladesh. 
We celebrate Durga puja, an annual Hindu festival which celebrates the victory of good 
over evil. We also celebrate ‘Pohela Baishakh’ which is the first day of Bangla New Year. 
Saari is a traditional dress for women and men wear pajama and Panjabi. I look forward 
to meeting you all and I am very excited to start my journey along with you at Brenbeal.  
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Congratulations to Mia who has been employed to cover Thu's maternity leave in the Bunjil 
room.  

Hi, my name is Giang Bui, also known as Mia, as a new team 
member in Bunjil room. I completed my Diploma of Early 
Childhood and Care in 2015. I have worked at Brenbeal as a 
casual educator for over 2 years, and have worked in different 
rooms and with all age groups, which has provided me with 
great understanding, knowledge and experience. I enjoy 
learning about all the different aspects of early childhood 
education, and I am looking forward to continuing to gain even 
more knowledge. In my spare time, I love to have day trips and 
spend time my family. 

Genes for Jeans  
I would like to pass on a big thank you to all the families who made a gold coin donation for 
our Jeans for Genes Fundraising event, we raised $95. This money will support research 
that helps diagnose, understand, and find cures or treatments for conditions affecting 
children. 

Special visit 
Thu, our educator from the Bunjil room, paid a surprise  
visit with her newborn baby Vinny and her mum who is  
visiting her from Vietnam.  All the children were very  
excited to see Thu and meet her new addition to the  
family.  

 

Thank you to our handymen 
A big thank you to Nathan Chung, Chloe’s dad from Bullen, Bullen room, and Ross Lee, 
Andrew’s dad from Bullen Bullen Room, for fixing our toys/equipment. Your help is much 
appreciated.   

Children’s Book week 
Children’s Book week is August 18 - 24. We would like to invite family members to come and 
read a book or two to the children during this week. Please let the educators know if you are 
interested and the time that suits you during that week. If you are unable to come during 
Book Week but you would like to read a book to the children, you are more than welcome to 
come and do so at another time. 
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Illnesses in Childcare  
Children come into contact with many other children and adults in the centre environment, 
which can result in them contracting infectious illnesses. Children are more susceptible to 
picking up illnesses when they first start child care because they come into contact with 
many more people than they do in their own homes and are therefore exposed to a range of 
infections they may not yet be immune to. 

To promote children’s healthy growth, learning and development, our staff nurture children 
and encourage them to play and explore their environment. Through play, nurturing and 
exploration, children have close physical contact with each other and their environment. 
Though this, they can be exposed to infections from physical contact with other children, 
adults, toys and surfaces or through airborne infection by coughing or sneezing. 

Keeping sick children home 
Health and regulating authorities recommend, and in some cases, require early childhood 
services to exclude ill children from the service. Brenbeal works to prevent the spread of 
illness through specific hygiene procedures such as hand washing, wiping runny noses, 
cleaning toys and sanitising surfaces. Our “Dealing with the Infectious Diseases and 
Immunisation Policy” details our approach. All our policies are in the folder near the door.  

All children, staff and families at the service benefit from the practice of excluding ill children. 
Unwell children need additional individual comfort and attention that is difficult to provide in a 
child care environment. Ill children can also recover more quickly if they can rest and be 
cared for at home, ensuring the infection is less likely to spread to other children, families 
and staff. 

A child should not attend the service if they have an infectious illness, an illness that 
prevents them from comfortably participating in activities at the service. A period of 
exclusion is recommended for some conditions, e.g. 24 hours after last episode of 
infectious diarrhoea. 

If the educator suspects that a child has an infectious illness, we may ask the family to come 
and collect their child as soon as possible or not to bring the child in at all. We may request 
that the family seek medical advice and get a medical certificate confirming the child is no 
longer infectious, before returning the child to the service. 

Sometimes children have ongoing medical needs that can be taken care of at the service 
such as asthma or anaphylaxis. In these situations, we usually document the child’s general 
health and behaviour at enrolment, in consultation with the family. This helps staff to know 
what is ‘normal’ health and behaviour for children with additional health needs. 

Vaccine preventable disease  
Immunisation is the most effective way to prevent some serious childhood illness. Our 
Centre requires children to be fully immunised - unless this is not possible due to medical 
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Take home messages: 
• keep up to date with immunisations 
• reinforce hygiene behaviours in your child 
• keep children with infectious illnesses at home 
• check with your educators or GP if unsure 

reasons. If a vaccine preventable disease occurs, families will be asked to keep non-
immunised children at home. This protects the non-immunised child and helps to prevent 
further spread of infection. We have readily available information for families on 
immunisation. Families can also contact their local doctor or find out about the National 
Immunisation Program by visiting www.health.gov.au/immunisation  

 

 

 

 

More info: 
Brenbeal Parent handbook, Dealing with the Infectious Diseases and Immunisation Policy, 
Dealing with Medications Policy, Staying Healthy: Preventing infectious diseases in early 
childhood education and care services, National Health and Medical Research Council 

Preschool Funding Campaign  
Thanks to all who recently signed the petition seeking funding for three-year-old kindergarten 
in Victoria. This action was organised for the Australian Education Union (Vic), who are 
lobbying the State Government to secure this important funding. If you didn’t manage to sign 
the petition, you can go online to sign a similar petition at 
www.megaphone.org.au/petitions/stop-3-year-olds-missing-out-on-preschool. More 
information about the campaign can be found at www.puteducation1st.com.au   

Sadly, since the union started the three-year-old campaign, a much more urgent issue has 
arisen. You may have already seen the media coverage. The Federal Government have 
decided to stop their funding of four-year-old kindergarten after 2019. At the moment, the 
Victorian Government funds 10 hours of preschool education, and the Federal Government 
pays for 5 hours. If that funding is withdrawn, there is a high risk that we will only have 
funding for 10 hours of kindergarten. This news has come through very recently, and the 
AEU, like other stakeholders is campaigning vigorously to maintain the funding. Family 
support will be vital to this campaign, so I will keep you informed of any action you can take. 
If you have any questions about these issues, please contact Linda in the Barraimal Room, 
or email kinder@brenbeal.org.au  

Thank you from Krystyna 
I would like to thank all the Families who recently posted messages on Facebook for my 
20th Anniversary of working at Brenbeal. It has been amazing 20 years. I am extremely 
lucky to be able to work with so many inspiring educators and managers, being part of so 
many children’s and family’s lives, and witnessing so many children’s learning journey.  
Thank you to the Management Committee, Brenbeal Staff, children and their families for the 
support I have received in the past 20 years. Your support is much appreciated.  
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Important dates 
• Thursday 30 August- Dad’s/ Special Person Night at Brenbeal 4.00-6.00pm. Come 

along to meet other families and be involved in some extra special activities with your 
child in their room. Food provided. We hope you can join us! 
 

• Monday 17 September – next Committee of Management Meeting 7-9pm. 
Parents/carers are welcome to attend these meetings.  
 

• Friday 28 September - Centre is closed for AFL Grand Final Holiday. Families re not 
charged for this day. 
 

• Saturday 12 October - Brenbeal Working Bee 9am – 1pm. We would like to 
encourage as many families as possible to attend. There are lots of Spring jobs to be 
completed including re-painting the wooden poles supporting the Brenbeal motifs at 
the front of the Centre, and the table in the staff courtyard.  
 

• Monday 15 October – 6.30 – 7.30pm Sub-Committee Info Session before the 
Committee Meeting. Come along to learn about the Brenbeal Sub-Committees. 
 

• Sunday 21 October - Teddy Bear’s Picnic. This successful family morning will be 
back this year, most likely in Yarraville Gardens again. More details to follow.  

Christmas closure period 
A big thank you to all the sixty-two families who participated in our survey regarding the 
Christmas closure and Vacation Care. Thirty eight families voted for three weeks closure and 
twenty four families voted for two weeks closure at Christmas. As a result the Management 
Committee has made a decision to close the Centre for three weeks.  Our last day of care 
will be Friday 21st December 2018 and we will reopen on Monday 14th January 2019.  

A Vacation Care program will be provided only if we have at least 15 children a day wanting 
care. Shortly we will send out care requirement forms for 2019 which will also include 
Vacation Care requests for the Christmas break. This will help us to determine if the 
Vacation Care program can proceed. 
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Fundraising update 

Alligator Pasta 
We'll be running another Alligator Pasta fundraiser in the next few weeks, with delivery 
planned around 20th/21st September. Look out for information and forms to be delivered to 
your emails and pockets from 3rd September. 

Wet Bags 
We've been working with the Sustainability Committee to reduce plastic use and waste at 
Brenbeal. With single use plastic bags being phased out by the major supermarkets (finally!) 
we have been looking at options for parents and carers to provide bags for wet or soiled 
clothes from the kids. We've found a local inner west Mum who makes wet bags from 
laminated cotton and is working with us to donate a percentage of profits to the centre from 
all sales. More information will soon follow on how to purchase these eco wet bags. 

Brenbeal T-shirts 
We've also been looking at bringing back popular Brenbeal T-shirts that you can purchase 
for your children. We've got t-shirts being printed with the Brenbeal logo in navy and grey, 
ready for warmer months. We'll provide more details about how to purchase T-shirts in the 
next couple of weeks as well. 

Thanks for reading. 

Karen (mum to Eloise in Barraimal room)  
Sub-committee Chair  
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From Brenbeal’s Educational Leaders  

Adventurous play - developing a culture of risky play 
As educators, we believe that adventurous play or risky play creates opportunities for 
children to explore and test their own capacities, to manage risk, and to grow as capable, 
resourceful and resilient children and adults. To be able to effectively learn, children need to 
engage in play that involves and immerses them. Too often children’s risk taking happens 
via a computer screen, meaning that they won’t actually have to climb a tree, risk a scraped 
knee or even come into contact with mud or get soaked 
by rain. Yet we all know these were invaluable lessons 
for us as we grew up.  

No play space is completely risk-free. We can have soft 
fall surfaces in our children’s centres and school 
playgrounds, but when children walk out into the real 
world the surfaces they come into contact with are 
anything but that. The greater risk is not providing 
children with the skills and abilities to identify and 
mitigate risk when they come across it so they can 
engage with the wider world. 

The beautiful Brenbeal yards provide adventurous play 
in many different ways. We encourage children to climb 
to the slide even at a very young age, or when they are 
older, challenge themselves to climb a tree. It helps the 
children learn to assess risks and develop their self-
confidence and problem solving skills. 

When planning for risky play, we constantly think about how we talk to our child when they 
are playing. Creating adventurous children is also about building them up through our words 
and actions, showing joy in their achievements and also in them just attempting to do 
something. Our words can be as simple as ‘you can do it’, ‘wow you did that so well’, ‘will we 
try that again’; all gentle and positive ways of encouraging children to keep going and not to 
give up. 

Adventurers and enquiring minds are nurtured from the early years, they are encouraged to 
keep trying, never rescued but expected to go further, to seek new ways of thinking and 
doing. Adventurers are encouraged to be dreamers, to think of what is possible, to challenge 
what is known and unknown.  

Reference: National Quality Standard Professional Learning Program, Newsletter no. 58, 2013. 
http://www.earlychildhoodaustralia.org.au/nqsplp/wp-content/uploads/2013/07/NQS_PLP_E-
Newsletter_No58.pdf . 
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Dear Wallert Families,  
 
After seven months, Wallert children have built strong 
relationships with educators and other children in the room. 
To better meet the children’s needs, Wallert room changed 
the times for meals, nappy changes and sleep. We do have 
a “Wallert Room Routines Chart” in the room if you want to 
know more details. 
 
Literacy and Numeracy 
In term 3, we plan to introduce an extra eight books with 
different ways of reading by using finger puppets, animal 
toys, singing songs, retelling the story, number counting, and 
playing the musical instruments to Wallert children 

throughout the day. Mika (Dear Zoo & Spot bakes a cake), Lisa (Yummy Yucky & Big Little), 
Maggie (ten little fingers and ten little toes & Look, touch and feel with Buster) and Sumi 
(Barnyard pop up & Nursery rhymes piano book). Some books are from your children’s 
favourite booklist. Research shows that reading to your children gives them a head start in 
life. We have continued singing action songs throughout the routines, children have 
participated in doing action with educators while singing.  
 
NAIDOC Week 
During NAIDOC week, children participated in decorating their own boomerang, creating art 
work in a small group, reading an Indigenous First Discovery Book (Animals), playing 
Clapping sticks with other Musical instruments, listening to Indigenous music, knowing 
names of Australian animals by having hand puppets and knowing the names of Aboriginal 
flag and Australian flag. 
 
Reminders & Donations 
Please put the day on your dairy, Father’s Day event in Wallert room, 4:30-6pm, Thursday, 
30th of August. Children will participate in preparing the snacks for the event.  You will have a 
play with your child in our room, talk to other dads/special people and have a disco party at 
the end. 
Donations: Empty small cookies tins for home corner; Coffee cups/mugs for gardening 
 
Welcome & Congratulation 
Welcome to our new educator Arpita! She covers Maggie’s office day every Wednesday and 
Friday. 
Congratulations on the arrival of Isabel’s new baby brother! 
 
Mika, Lisa, Maggie and Sumi 
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Hello to all our Bunjil families, 
 
We would like to congratulate and welcome Mia permanently into our room, Mia will work 
fulltime in our room taking Thu’s position while Thu is on maternity leave. 
 
We would like to welcome our new friend Dorothy and her family to the Bunjil room. We say 
goodbye to our lovely Frankie who will be leaving us the end of the August for a wonderful 
European adventure, we wish Frankie, Samuel, Gavin and Emma the best of luck and are 
looking forward to seeing you back at Brenbeal next year. 
 
In July, we celebrated NAIDOC Week. We asked the children to do some activities as part of 
the celebrations.  The children had the opportunity to paint their own boomerang with 3 
different colours of paint red, black and yellow the colour of the aboriginal flag.  We talked to 
the children about the meaning behind the colours of the Aboriginal flag, red the land, black 
the land and yellow the sun.  We also had Aunty Julianne the Koorie Education Support 
Officer come to Brenbeal to give a talk to the children. 

Learning and social 
Animals continue to be favourite interest of the children; we have set up a variety of animals 
in our Zoo area. The children really enjoying this activity the children often play together 
alongside each other and interact using zoo animals pretending to eat and chase each 
other. Some children are learning new animal names such as leopard and cougar. The 
children have been learning that all the big cats make the same sounds even though they 
look quite different some have spots or stripes others are the one colour. 
 
As the spring season is soon upon us, we would like to do a gardening experience with the 
children next month.  Our goal is to educate the children in learning about the natural 
environment and growing/looking after plants. We are requesting a bag of potting mix and 
small plastic pots.  If any families can help out with this donation it would be appreciated. 

Emotional 
We are continuing on with our teaching of resilience and respect towards each other.  At this 
stage, some children find it increasingly difficult to get their words and feelings out without 
getting frustrated and upset.  We are constantly reminding the children to use their words 
when they are sad or angry.  We are also trying to teach the children how their actions affect 
others when their own feelings are not expressed. Some children are acknowledging when 
others are hurt or sad and will often offer a cuddle or come to tell educators.  Our Bunjil 
children are still quite young but these simple steps make a big impact on their learning to 
control and understand emotions.  
 
Cheers,  
Donna, Mia, Aileen and Marilou 
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Hello Bullen Bullen Families! 
 
Winter is almost over…finally! Hopefully we start to see some nicer weather soon! A 
reminder that our Sunsmart policy begins in September so sun hats will need to return to 
Brenbeal for your children to enjoy the outdoors! 
 
We would also like to say Congratulations to Max and his family on the arrival on their 
daughter. We know Max will be a good big brother! 
 
We have welcomed Snez back from her long service leave where she holidayed in Europe! 
We hope she had a great time and the children have missed her. 

Birthdays 
A big Happy birthday to Remy, Josef, Rory, Remi and George who have turned 3 and to 
Evan who turned 4. Don’t forget to let us know at least one week in advance if you would like 
to purchase a birthday cake for your child for $8. 

What we have been doing 
We have been teaching the children about team work and sharing responsibilities such as 
helping each other and packing away toys etc. To help with this, we have introduced the 
story ‘Farmer duck’ which the children love.  
 
We have had a few enquiries regarding friendships. We have been encouraging children to 
choose a partner to wash their hands with – not necessarily someone they play with often. 
This helps to encourage children to work in partnerships with each other and not just their 
best friends. 
 
Another topic we have been discussing with children is germs. We use group times to teach 
children the importance of handwashing and keeping our germs to ourselves. An effective 
way we have been teaching this is by using flour for children to visually see how germs can 
spread from our hands to our friends.   
 
The children have been working on a Father’s day gift. If you are unable to attend our 
Father’s day event, don’t worry as the children will bring their gift home.   
 
Recently, we have had some relief staff at our centre due to regular staff being on holidays 
and or being unwell. Just a reminder if you have any requests or concerns about your child, 
we have provided a communication book which is located next to the sign in book. 
Alternatively, you can phone or email us if you wish. 
 
Enjoy your weekend and keep warm! 
 
From Bullen Bullen educators 
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Hello to all our families, 
 
Welcome back to Term 3! We are almost half way through this term and lots of learning has 
been happening in the room. 
 
We have spent time to learn about different countries every week. So far, the kinder children 
travelled around Australia, to China, India, New Zealand and are heading to Europe.  
 
Through group time and many extended activities, the children are now able to recognise all 
these countries’ flags, identify them on the globe and explain a few unique features about 
each nation. Many of them are very proud to share about their parents’ original background. 
Please come and chat with us if you are from a different country so we can teach our 
children. 
 
Kinder has also started our own library! The children have decorated their own library bags 
and have the opportunity to borrow new books to read every day. Each time children return 
their book, they can borrow a new one. We encourage all families to spend time reading with 
your children at home to extend their literacy learning experiences. 
 
This term ELLA Hindi program has introduced two Apps – Circus and Park. The children 
have been learning the words for human body parts and movement verbs such as walk, run 
and hop etc in Hindi. To encourage the children to practice using the relevant words, we 
have set up a hospital area for pretend play scenario. 

Coming up in the next few weeks, we have a couple of special experiences planned. We will 
be hatching chicks in the room from the 27th of August. This is a two-week program, so all 
the children will have the opportunity to observe the chicks and their growth. On the 30th of 
August we will be celebrating dads with our annual Father’s/Special Person’s Night. Linda 
will be setting up her portable fire pit, and we will be making our own toast for supper. And 
finally, on 20th September, we will be holding our annual Lantern Parade to celebrate the 
Mid-Autumn Festival. We will send home more details closer to the date.  
 

Donations 
1. VOSS water bottle (plastic ones) – we are making sensory bottles for the children. 

The cylinder shape of these bottles seem to be perfect. 
2. Dress ups – we would love to have some traditional culture dress ups you have some 
3. Glasses without lenses for play purposes. 
 

 
Thank you 
Angela, Linda, Leo and Saritha 


